Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na’im is Charles Howard Candler Professor of Law at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, USA. 
He holds an LLB (Honours) University of Khartoum, Sudan; 1970; LLB (Honours) and Diploma in Criminology, University of Cambridge, England, 1973; and PhD in Law, University of Edinburgh, Scotland, 1976. He was Lecture and Associate Professor of Law, at the University of Khartoum, Sudan, 1976-1985; and visiting professor of law at UCLA 1985-87; Ariel F. Sallows Professor of Human Rights at the University of Saskatchewan, Canada, 1988-91; Olof Palme Visiting Professor at Uppsala University, Sweden, 1991-92. He served as Executive Director of Human Rights Watch/Africa 1993-95, and was appointed Professor of Law at Emory Law School in 1995, granted tenure in 1997, and appointed Charles Howard Candler Professor of Law in 1999.
In February 2009, An-Na`im received an Honorary Doctorate from the Universite catholique de Louvain (UCL, Louvain-la-Neuve) and Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (K.U. Leuven, Leuven), Belgium.  He also serves as Global Legal Scholar at the Law School, University of Warwick, UK (Sept. 2007 to Aug. 2010); and Extraordinary Professor at the Centre for Human Rights, Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria (Jan 2009 to December 2010).
An-Na`im is the author of Islam and the Secular State: Negotiating the Future of Shari`a (Indonesian 2007, English 2008); African Constitutionalism and the Role of Islam (2006); and Toward an Islamic Reformation: Civil liberties, human rights and international law (1990) (translated into Arabic, Indonesian, Russian and Farsi). His edited publications include Human Rights under African Constitutions (2003); Islamic Family Law in a Changing World: A Global Resource Book (2002); Cultural Transformation and Human Rights in Africa (2002); and Human Rights in Cross-Cultural Perspectives: Quest for consensus (1992). He has also published more than sixty articles and book chapters on human rights, constitutionalism, Islamic law and politics.
As a 2009 Carnegie Scholar An-Na`im is currently working on a project entitled, “Enhancing Citizenship: American Muslims and American Secularism,” in which he is applying the thesis presented in his 2008 book, Islam and the Secular State: Negotiating the Future of Shari`a.  This book is available for download free of charge in eight languages of Islamic societies at (http://sharia.law.emory.edu). His previous three projects were funded by the Ford Foundation and implemented out of Emory Law School.  One was on women’s access to, and control over, land in seven African countries (www.law.emory.edu/WAL), another a global study of the theory and practice of Islamic Family Law ( www.law.emory.edu/ifl), and the third a fellowship program in Islam and Human Rights (www.law.emory.edu/IHR).  
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